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to understand that he expected some present for his care and
diligence; which the former perhaps thought he did not
deserve, or was unwilling to comply with. The road to Bagdad
lies through Meshed All, and the Sheik pretends there was
greater danger between the place where we were encamped
and this last town, and therefore advised him to take a guard
of his soldiers, for whom he expected to be well paid. How-
ever the Mufti was unwilling to swallow the bait, and told
him he was determined to run the risk. The Sheik, finding
that the Mufti saw through his thin pretences, made use of
this stratagem to bring him to his own terms. Whether the
Mufti thought himself really robbed in good earnest or
otherwise, is very hard to say; agreed for part (some say half)
of his goods, and accordingly had the remainder returned,
and soldiers allowed him for a convoy.
This affair taking up some time, we could not proceed on
our journey till half an hour after six. Our road sometimes
lay over stony ground, sometimes in sandy soil, but chiefly
among hills, some of which were as white as chalk. However,
in the valleys there were some large bushes. We encamped
at one in the afternoon, at a place called Hufnie1, near a
pool of rain water, which was sweet but muddy. Here we
waited for the return of the soldiers. Eight days' journey
from Busserah.
June the z8th. We proceeded on our journey at half an
hour before sunrise, in a country which was barren and stony,
and where scarce a shrub was to be seen. The road was very
uneven, for we were constantly ascending and descending.
In the vallies there wrere a few green bushes. At nine we
came to a place covered with stones of the colour of pitch,
at the same time that a little hill close by was of the colour
of chalk. From thence we passed through a gravelly plain,
where we met with shrubs; and at five in the afternoon we
ascended and descended two very rugged places, which were
1 This must be in the neighbourhood of Tuqtuqana, which most
travellers mention. It wofeid be the natural place for the caravan to wait
for the return of the soldiers from Najaf. It is 30 miles from Ukhaidir,
a journey which Plaisted's caravan accomplished in a day and a half.